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shall hold no direct communications with any officers
but themselves.1 It can require the presence of the
ministers and ask them questions/ but they may answer
or not as they please.3 It can address interpellations
to the government, but as the parliamentary system
does not exist in Prussia these have not the same
importance as in France and Italy. Each chamber
can also present addresses to the King,4 who may pay
attention to them or not, as he thinks best. In short,
the influence of the Landtag over the administration is
confined to expressing an opinion which is not likely
to have any great effect.

Each house elects its own President, and makes its
The pro- own rules>5 *^e f orms of procedure being
cedure. very mucj1 jj^ those of the Reichstag, for

which, indeed, they served as a pattern.6 The houses
are divided in the same way into Abtheilungen, or
sections, whose only duties are the choice of commit-
tees, and in the lower house the preliminary examina-
tion of elections.7 There is also the same jealousy of

1  v. Bonne, vol. i. pp. 294r-96.

2  Const. Arts. 60 and 81.

3  Schulze, p. 59.

4  Const. Art. 81.

5  Const. Art. 78.

6  Cf. Lebon, p. 207.

7  v. Ronne, vol. i. pp. 331-34; Schulze, p. 59 ; Dupriez, vol. i. pp.
389-90.    In the House of Peers there are five sections ; in the House of
Representatives, seven.    The sections differ from the French Bureaux in
two respects.    Instead of being renewed every month, they last during
the whole session, and while in the lower house the division is made as
in France by lot, in the Peers it is made by the President.    A section is
not obliged to select its representatives on a committee among* its own
members.